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COLLECTING NOTES ON KANSAS COLEOPTERA.—IL 


BY W. KNAUS, MCPHERSON, KANSAS. 


The past two seasons in Kansas have proved fairly profitable to the 
collector of Coleoptera. To the plains collector the “ open” season for 
successful collecting extends from April rst to October 15th. If he is so 
fortunate as to reside beside or near a wooded stream, his ‘‘open” season 
covers the cycle of the months, as winter sifting proves almost as 
profitable as collecting during the summer months, especially if he looks 
after the small things, and he is not possessed of the genuine collector’s 
spirit if he does not look carefully after the minute things in insect life. 

My collecting for the past two seasons has been done principally at 
McPherson, near Medora, Reno County; at Rago, Kingman County ; 
Belvidere, Kiowa County, and at Wallace, in Wallace County; and at 
each locality something new develops each season. Wallace is always an 
interesting collecting region, and the collector can count on finding some 
“ good things.” Here along the clay bluffs south of the Smoky Hill 
River, is found during June and July Amédlychila cylindriformis, Say, the 
elephant, in size, of the tiger beetle family. Hidden in holes and burrows 
during the day, they emerge at nightfall and seek for food, dining off the 
various insects of the region, and themselves proving a dainty morsel 
for the predatory skunk. I collected at Wallace on July 11th and rath 
of this season in company with Nathan Reist, of Lime Rock, Pa., and in 
two evening’s work we were so fortunate as to take eleven specimens of 
Amblychila.* They do not move at all rapidly, but if one emerges from 
a hole and sees you, it does not take him long to seek protection under 
ground. In collecting in the semi-darkness you are liable to be deceived 
by the Buffalo cricket and the slow-moving TZenebrionid, Eleodes 
longicollis, both of which forage at night. I have never taken Ambdlychila 
except at Wallace, but my friend, Claude J. Shirk, found a specimen near 
the Canadian River, in Hansford County, Texas, the latter part of July. 

Another desirable Cveindelid found at Wallace was Cicindela 
pulchra, Say. Some fifty specimens were taken during two days col- 
lecting. They were found along and near abandoned or little-travelled 
roads on the upland and towards the ee of the eae bluffs along the 





Prof, S. W. Williston, of the State University at Lawrence, Kansas, who was one 
of the original discoverers of this species at Wallace, tells me that in 1877, while collect- 
ing along these bluffs with his brother, he took as many as a hundred specimens in 
one night. In recent years, however, they have never been taken in any numbers. 
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edge of the Smoky Valley. Another species taken was Cicindela micans, 
Fab., the green or more rarely blue variety of punctulata. They mingle 
with the punctulata in the proportion of about one of micans to ten of 
punctulata. 

Three species of Calosoma were taken: obsoletum, Say, on the 
upland; ¢riste, Lec., on the bottom land, and /ugudre, Lec., in both 
localities. All are crepuscular and hide during the day. Odsoletum were 
found under boards, cow chips and weeds during the day, but on the 
evening of the second day the sky became overcast about five o’clock and 
obsoletum suddenly appeared by the hundreds. One could walk along the 
main travelled road and pick them up every few feet. 

Collecting in the Smoky Hill, here a shallow, narrow, rapid-running 
Stream, fed by springs, two specimens of the comparatively rare 
flydrophilus ellipticus, Lec., were taken. Just above the valley, south of 
the Smoky at Wallace, the Yucca is abundant. In July the upright stems 
bear large seed-pods, and among these seed-pods were taken on July rath 
Over sixty specimens of the beautiful Clerus Spinole, Lec. Their scarlet 
bodies were easily discernible, but as they were quick movers in the hot 
sunshine, it took dexterous work to capture them. Feeding on these Yucca 
pods were numbers of the large black blister beetles, Æpicauta corvina, 
Lec., with an occasional Macrobasis immaculata, Say. 

Quite rare and usually difficult to take, careful work will disclose 
each season a few of the handsome Cvlerus cordifer, Lec. They are 
found on thistles, the sage brush and a few other plants. Beating sage 
brush and flowering plants enabled us to take a number of Trirhabda 
attenuata, Say. While beating willows for Poecilonota thureura, Say, 
numbers of which can be taken each season, I took in July, 1899, a single 
specimen of a large Mordellid, Tomoxia bidentata, Say. The same 
species has been taken at Onaga, Kansas, by F. F. Crevecceur. Seven 
specimens of Cantharis biguttata, Lec., were found on flowering plants 
along the road over the clay bluffs south of the Smoky Hill. The 
specimens vary much in size and marking, the spot on each elytron 
frequently being obsolete. 

But one species of Apion was found at Wallace last season, Apion 
varicorne, Smith. It is a common south-west plains species, being taken 
at Coolidge, Kansas, and I have received specimens from New Mexico. 
The large Curculioniad, Ophryrastes tuberosus, Lec., is taken occasionally, 
and O. vittatus, Say, more commonly. Ændalus setosus, Lec., occurs 
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rarely, and a single specimen of Authonomus hirtus, Lec., was taken last 
season. Anthonomus sguamosus, Lec., was taken in numbers in July. 


Collecting at McPherson and vicinity last season developed a number 
of interesting forms. The first Cicindelid observed was a purpurea, 
Oliv., on February 5th. Several specimens of this, together with a few 
graminea, Sch., and numbers of sp/endida, Hentz., were taken in an 
abandoned sand pit two miles south-east of McPherson during March 
and the first half of April. The same species, but in less numbers, were 
found in this locality in September and October. A pair of scutellaris, 
Say, were also taken there the latter part of April. Splendida was taken 
in all its varied forms. Near this same locality early in June numbers of 
the very small Apion tenuirostrum, Sm., were taken feeding on flower 
catkins ; and on the leaves of the water dock growing in the pools of 2 
small creek were found a number of Anchodemus angustus, Lec. The 
electric lights of McPherson attract much desirable material. One 
specimen of Apenes lucidula, Dej., was taken in August. During July 
and August a few examples of /le//uomorpha bicolor, Harr., were taken, 
and in June and July numbers of Laccophilus y-lineatus, Horn, were 
secured, and a less number of Æretes sticticus, Linn. A half dozen 
specimens of Dineutes vittatus, Germ., were taken from the light globes. 
The specimens were at least a third larger than Pennsylvania specimens 
of this species. elonomus obscurus, Lec., were attracted in large 
numbers by the lights during June and July. One or two specimens 
each of the A/aterids, Anelastes Druryi, Kirby, and Latreiller, Lec., 
were taken from the lights late in the season. <A rather curious looking 
Lampyrid, Phengodes plumosa, Oliv., also occurred in the electric lights 
the last season. Of the rare Lachunosternids, inversa, Horn, and Ulkei, 
Smith, were taken in June, probably a dozen specimens in the two 
species. Late in July two specimens of Po/ymoechus brevipes, Lec., were 
found in the light glob2s, the only time I have ever taken this Scarabeid 
in this State. A specimen each of Zenebrionid, Alphitobius piceus, Oliv., 
and Platydema micans, Horn, were also taken from the lights. Neither 
had ever been recorded from the State before. Two specimens of the 
comparatively rare J/yodites scaber, Lec., were taken three miles north of 
the city in June feeding on flowers. Their striking resemblance to a 
Dipteron would cause them to be overlooked. JZacrops humilis, Gyll., 
is not atalla common Curculionid attracted to light, as only a single 
specimen was found. A few Ændalus setosus, Lec., turned up this season 
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in the lights. One specimen of Balaninus uniformis, Lec, was also 
taken at McPherson. A single specimen of Anthribulus rotundatus, 
Lec., was taken early in the spring under a piece of board, the first 
record of this species in Kansas. Lachuosterna bipartita, Horn, occurred 
in large numbers the latter part of last April, together with a less number 
of marginalis, Lec. Among almost a hundred specimens of bipartita, 
less than a half dozen females were found. 

A brief collecting trip October 15th, to the north-western part of 
McPherson County, resulted in finding some desirable species. Three 
miles south-west of Marquette, where a stream issuing from the sandstone 
bluffs feeds a small rivulet, the lichens and ferns growing over the damp 
sand yielded a half dozen specimens of Bembidium lugubre, Lec., and 
four specimens of a rather rare Staphylinid, Geodromicus brunneus, Say. 
Under stones along the margin of the brook were found numerous speci- 
mens of Phanonotum extriatum, Say, a Hydrophilid not heretofore 
recorded from Kansas. In the pools were found Agabus semivittatus, Lec. 


The range of sand hills near Medora, Reno County, sustains a large 
and varied insect family, and each year furnishes surprises to the collector. 
While walking along the railway from the station to the point where the 
road cuts through the sand hills, on May 29th, in company with Mr. 
Reist, two specimens of Hel/uomorpha Clairvillet, Dej., were taken under 
railway ties. This species is south-eastern, and has never been previously 
recorded from this State. Near a pile of new railway ties a single speci- 
men of Zrichodes Nuttalli, Kirby, was found. This species had probably 
been introduced in the larval state in the ties. Lrachyacantha albifrons, 
Say, was taken this year by beating willows; a few specimens only. In the 
Yucca flowers were taken a single specimen of Carpophilus melanopterus, 
Er., and a few specimens of its variety, rufus. This species was also 
found feeding on Yucca flowers at Rago, in May. Feeding on a species 
of dock near the sand hills, quite a number of Zema cornuta, Fab., were 
captured. Lema collaris was even more numerous. Both are shy and 
are not easy of capture. A Lachuosternid, near affinis, Lec., was taken 
during the early evening at Medora. Feeding on willows were numerous 
specimens of Aletachroma angustula, Cr., and Metachroma parallelum, 
Horn. Both are comparatively rare in collections. Ammodonus fossor, 
Lec., has always been a rare Zenebrionid, but will not be so in the future. 
It was the most numerous Zenebrionid of the season. It occurs on the 
bare sand, and is protected by its colour’ being of the same shade as the 
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surrounding sand. ‘They were found in almost every depression, and 
careful locking would show an occasional specimen walking over the 
surface of the sand with a quick jerking motion. Other cases of almost 
perfect colour mimicry are furnished by the small Authicids, Mecynotarsus 
candidus, Lec., and Anthicus pallens, Lec. They are remarkably quick 
runners, and almost the exact colour of the sand. ‘The first species was 
rather common; the other, only two specimens found. Both are Atlantic 
species, and are taken onthe sand dunes of the New Jersey coast. Oberea 
pergrata, Say, is found on the willows, and Apion segnipes, Say; griseum, 
Smith, and occidentale, Fall., are taken on sunflowers. This season I 
found three specimens of Stephanucha pilipennis, Kraatz, and a dozen 
specimens of Cremastochilus nitens, Lec. Cotalpa lanigera, Linn., was 
common feeding on willow catkins. 

A single half day’s collecting along the Republican River, near 
Superior, Nebraska, May 25th, was rewarded by a capture of a number of 
interesting species. Bledius ineptus, Casey, or a species closely allied, is 
found burrowing in the sandy mud bars close to the river. Scymnus 
Phelpsii, Cr., is a small Coccinelid, with elytra almost entirely pale, a 
single specimen of which was taken by beating. J/antura floridana, Cr., 
was beaten from the willows in small numbers. A single specimen of 
Macrorhoptus hispidus, Deitz, was beaten from willows, as well as a num- 
ber of Anthonomus Bolteri, Deitz. 

At Rago, in Kingman County, “oristonotus Uhilerii, Horn, was 
beaten from willows on June 24th. An undescribed species of 
Diplotaxis was also found here. Strigoderma pygmæa, Fab., was also 
found here, the first record of its capture in Kansas. It is an Atlantic 
coast species from Florida to New Jersey. Oberea oculaticollis, Say ; 
Schaumii, Lec., and cana, Newm., were also taken by beating. A single 
specimen of Zeugophora scutellaris, Suffr., was also taken by beating. 
Metaparia clytroides, Cr, was common both here and at Belvidere, 
Kiowa County. Four specimens of the rare Dichoxenus setiger, Horn, 
were taken at Rago, and one specimen at Garden City. This species 
was described from Texas. Apion impunctistriatum, Smith; oblitum, 
Smith, and modestum, Smith, were all taken by beating willows and sun- 
flowers. Cleonus canescens, Lec., and Copturus nanulus, Lec., were 
two other Curculionids taken at Rago. 

About a mile north-east of Belvidere, Kiowa County, is a salt marsh 
of considerable extent. Collecting there June 25th with Mr. Reist, we 
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found in abundance Cicindelids, fulgida, Say. ; sperata, var. Lec. ; 
circumpicta, Laf., and W. Horn’s variety, apicalis of togata. In less 
numbers were found macra, Lec. The black variety of Carpophilus 
pallipennis, Say, was found in thistle heads at Belvidere. Three speci- 
mens of the beautiful Chrysobothris purpureovittata, Horn, were beaten 
from small elm shrubs. Itis a rare Texan species. /olyphylla Ham- 
mondi, Lec., was also taken in considerable numbers. ‘They were 
encountered flying just at nightfall, and continued their flight as late as 
ten o'clock. For so large an insect, they are swift flyers, and have to be 
taken quickly when they settle on a plant or on the grass. When taken, 
they make a very pronounced squeaking noise. Out of some sixty speci- 
mens captured, only one female was found. This preponderance of 
males is observed in other species of the Scarabeide. Graphops varians, 
Lec., the largest species of the genus, is taken sparingly at Belvidere. The 
colour varies from bronze toa greenish blue. A not uncommon Crysome- 
lid taken here is Zygogramma heterothece, Linell. It is a handsome 
species. The Meloid, Pyrota discoidea, Lec., was common on the red 
flowers of a running vine. Another conspicuous species of the Texan 
fauna found here is Cantharis fulvipennis, Lec. It feeds on the Mexican 
poppy, and is easily taken. The pretty, bright green coloured Ofiorhynchid, 
Mitostylus tenuis, Lec., was abundant June 24th, feeding on a small green 
species of ragweed. The rather large Curculionid, Cleonopsis pulvereus, 
Lec., is also taken at Belvidere. Desmoris pervisus, Deitz, and Anthonomus 
alfopilosus, Deitz, both occur here, and are taken by beating. 

I have seen but two specimens of the rather odd-looking Curculionid, 
Ampeloglypter longipennis, Casey ; one I took at Salina, Kansas, and the 
other was from Onaga, Kansas, taken by F. F. Crevecceur. ‘The small 
Scolytus, Monarthrum fasciatum, Say, I took at Benedict, Wilson County, 
Kansas, on freshly-sawn lumber. I was also so fortunate as to secure at 
Benedict a single specimen of Canthon perplexus, Lec., a Texan species 
that resembles very closely Canthon viridis, Beauv. By the use of the 
beating net at Benedict, two specimens of Fornax calceatus, Say, were 
taken. They usually occur in numbers, when found, but I was not so 
fortunate as to discover a colony. 


Blapstinus sulcatus, Lec., taken at Coolidge in June, is a Southern 
California species, south-west Kansas being its eastern limit. 


